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STATEMENT BY FCC CHAIRMAN MICHAEL K. POWELL  

ON SPECTRUM ALLOCATION FOR 3G SERVICES  
 

 
I am pleased that 90 MHz of prime spectrum can be made available for advanced 

wireless services in the United States. This spectrum should provide wireless carriers with 
sufficient capacity to keep pace with consumer demand for new and innovative services.  In the 
future, as events warrant, the Commission will consider making additional spectrum available for 
wireless services. 

 
I would like to laud the National Telecommunications and Information Administration 

(NTIA) role in this successful interagency effort, as well as the hard working staff from the 
Federal Communications Commission, (FCC) the Department of Defense (DOD) and other 
agencies.  Together with DOD, NTIA has been able to achieve significant and positive results – 
for government, for industry, and for American consumers 
 

Throughout the past year, an interagency working group with staff from the FCC, NTIA, 
DOD, and other executive branch agencies, has been working diligently to identify spectrum for 
advanced wireless services.  The interagency effort examined existing federal operations in 
spectrum already earmarked for transfer to non-federal use – specifically, the 1710-1755 MHz 
band.  The terms of the transfer would have allowed certain federal operations – both military 
and non-military to continue indefinitely.  Permissible, grandfathered operations at 16 military 
facilities would have particularly impeded the development of new nationwide services.  The 
interagency working group developed a creative plan for relocating these operations to other 
bands and thus clearing the band for commercial use. 
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